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Thursday - 1 June 1978

| LIAISON Paul Janarov, Congressional
Research Service, Library of Gongress, called asking for a phone number
of an analyst who could give him a briefing on the political situation in
Lebanon. I asked if he was sceking classificd information and he said na.

I then suggested he contact the Department of State and he said he alrveady

had. I then asked if there was something in particular he was after and

but he would think about it and maybe get back to us.

15. |

he said no,

16. | LIAISON Called Janice O'Connell, Senatc
staff, and told her that the Committece would
"tconomic Intelligence Weekly Review'' per
ations would be

Toreign Relationg, Cormnmittee
start receiving the classified
her request of 25 May. 1 informed her that the public
o Chicf of Staff, and must be returned to the Agency

delivered to Norvill Joncs,
when the Committee no longer has a usc for them. She thanked me for the

assistance.

17, | | LIAISON Per his conversation with
| | OLC, sent via mail to Montgomery winkler, Administrative
Assistant to Represcntative Robert Lagomarsino (R., Calif.}, a copy of
the January 1978 National Dasic Intelligence Factbook.

18. | | LIATSON Per his request of today, sent

via courier to Greg Dow, in the office of Senator Bob Packwood (R., Ore.), -
25X1

a wall-size boundaryimap of Africa.

9. L | LIATSON At the request of] |
OL.C, called Audrey Hatry, Senate Select Committee on In‘celiigencc staff, and
read to her the proposcd answer to inquiries regarding the Seymour Hersh
article in the New York Times on coverl acken, which was to be used by
Jody Powell at a press conference today. I asked her to pass it on to
Bill Miller, Staff Director. 25X1

LIAISON At the request of
Select Committee on Intelligence staft,
and read to her the proposed answer to inquiries regarding the Seymour Hersh
article in the New Yofk Times on covert action, whi ch was to be used by

Jody Powell at a press conference today. I-asked her to pass it on to

Tom Latimer, Staff Director. o
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20. |
Qr.C, called Joyce, Iouse Permancnt
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| tees::last

1 lonegoperation, . but:.nox objections ~were.

‘lyearof the three covert. operations dis-. .
lconcerted. some . members . of .Congress.
| whozhad, already. raised. questions. about.,.

v,

e
P

on C.LA.s Covert Activity:

sed of Laxity!

i

&
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7 3& By SEYMOUR M..HERSH . -
" Some members of Congress and Wash-
ington - officials are - openly expressing:
concarn about what they say are weak- .
nesses in the Congressional control and.
monitoring of the Central Intelligence

Agency’s covert activities overseas. -
. They cite as evidence the--willingness .
of the Senate and House intelligence com-

mittees to approve clandestine operations-
in such sensitive regions as the Middle

East and Africa without serious question--

ing. - RS
gAt least three such operations involving .
the -shipment of communications equip-
ment to Egypt and the Sudan and an anti-
Cuban -propaganda. program in the Horn
of Africa, were approved by the comamit-
fall, according. to. weil-placed
sources, - - oMo e A e
Some. jegislators  wers known.tc bave
had suhsequent.misgivings. about at least..

voiced at the time, the same sources said.;

: “THere i3 ro legislation barring the C.LA.

| from engaging in covert activities abroad,” .

but the quick endarsement by the Semater”
and.: Housa intelligence 'comupittees. last’

“{theivarious’ ‘command-and-control mechs:
lanisms set up in the wake of the C.LA.
.| domestic * spying scandals; The- Times’s.
. |sources. said. RN A

B B i Py SR
The-C.1A’s operations wers-approved,
a3 they must be before being submmtted
to. Congress, by President Carter and the
Special’ Coordinating: Committee, his new
Cabinet-level group. that reviews and as-
sesses all clandestine activity. The coor-
dinating corumittee is headed by Zbig-
niew Brzezinski, thé national " security
adviser. = R T
.- *To Cover the Waterfront’ .
Members of tha 'Senate Intelligence
Committee acknowledged in recemt inter-
views that' the process of gaining the
right' to complete ' oversight over the
C1A’s activities was a slow one and
not yer been completed. But they insisted,
as one senior aide said, that “in every
area of intelligence activity, the commit-
ve will be able to cover the waterfront
from top to bottom.!”. .- .-
The broad gquestion of Congressional
control over the C.LA.s covert activities
has been raised repeatedly since the spy-
ing scandal. One immediate sclution was
to expand to eight the number of Con-
gressional committees entitled to briefings
on such activities. In practice, however,
an inquiry by The Times showed that;
while the full membership of the Senate
and House intelligence committees was
briefed, only a few members of the other:
six committees were informed of the
covert operations and usually aiter the
fact.
Because of the past controversy over
i the agency's invoivement in Chile and
elsewhers, some members of Congress
and Administration officials are known
to believe, ihe security for such operation
is all the more fragile and, thus, the ac-

For example, the existenca of the clan-
destine operations in the Middle East and
'Africa was disclosed as President Carter’
and key Administracion aides are becom-
inz involved in an increasingly public
debate over Congressional restrictions

and prohibitions on foreign involvements.
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itivities riskier. :

**'having made clear to some senators that
he would support a repeal of legislation
barring . the United States from aidin

;,nrnject to supply him with a persoral
j communications system for safety.

!
r

¢ Senator Dick'Clark, Democrat of Iowa;

i[told reporters last week that he believed:

the carter Administration was consider-
Ing a re-entry into the Angolan civil war
by _glandesunely supplying arms, through
thei French, to 'a pro-Western faction
there, And the President was quoted as

pro-Western faction in Angola. . - g :

The covert operations, all approved
sometime last fall, included the delivery

cations equipment to President Anwar el-
Sadat of Egypt and to President Gaafar
al-Nimeiry of the Sudan,

In addition, the C.IA. organized an
anti-Cuban propaganda operation during
intensified fighting between Ethiopia and
insurgents in Eritrea.

| As explained by Administration offici-
als, the equipment provided to Mr, Sadat
llast year was part of a contiruing C.IA.

The Administration officials said :hat

|

of clandestine radio and other communi- |

.\1“-‘ Sadat had requested the equipment

so he could communicate with his per-!
sonal aides without others—presumably,
in the Egyptian military—beinz zbla o
jeavasdrop.

The equiprrent was said to hnve costi
less than $300,000 and perhaps as littler
tas 3350,000. It was described .3 part of
- a five-year or six-year multimiliion-dollar
: communications program, now 4 its rinal;
stage. !

Similar equipment wa3s reportediy!
provided eariter to leaders of the Israeli
Governmant. '

Administration officials explained that!
Mr, Sadat considered the C.LA. equip-
¢ personal” and 2 was at
. his direct cequest that iz was vrovided
“secretly.

One weil-piaced officiai exprassed d.s-
may during 2n interview over the fact
hat the S2n=ta and House irntelligence
mmittaes, which investizatad tha C.LA,
wdals in 1375, nad now roucnel
oved the covert operations.
ulum is swinzng back,” he saic

A Loophole Was Found
ing the overail quzst
v the Senats san
ommrtees have been
z covert CLA. activities

‘o a number of Admins-
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s and membders of Cen- |

iam
Huhes-Ryan !
srendmert, wwiaich states tonat no covert -

mportant t3 national secu- |

(h4n A meniy afier e amancment was |
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portant to national security,
President::Carter

) open-ended.” ", 0y GE
" end insert a pu'ZIgraf““Compllcating...
insert b cia sub.-for grafs 27.3p strig]
“Anytime...” . 1

One legislator noted, for example, that'
under the current interpretation  the:

C.LA. theoretically could mount a propa-

B
ganda operatlon—wi;u‘mut‘advance cleagy
ance fromr Congress—in -conpection with.z.. .
& narcoties fivestigation, ™~ * UREMTLL R

Another “legislative offlcial concedéd., !
that the worldwide findings were-vague, T
but contended; nonatheless, that the Sap
ate’ and- House _intauigance.-ycommmgg y
could overcome that deficiency.’ -

T offtcial added that'the basic issua
© -confropting: the-cc ¥ :

.- Moltow-up.”: The~ fact~
" Houss: an G

As oftoday;~a'number-of Sourcessaid
thegSemte;Ianigenc,e:
‘hassthe Jargest ‘staff.
Congres.s;“haa;omy.qnu
signed to-that areq,. - .

wide findings’ irto a] more - speciflo:
“omnibus”’ finding:- It- would . specificaily:
cite. the kinds: of: terrori arcotics gas
counterinteiligence. activit : that woutd=
be directly considered- important, to +FEIC

tional .security and, thus; wonld' not rieeds>

R

Congressional approval, The new findfEg
is expetted 1o he proposed jmminentty—>
sources: said, ~" - : l R h;ya ]
Another -potential ~Hughes-Ryan: -1ooms
hole cited by some members of Congraga-
dealt with-“languag -in- thelegislation=
that speciﬂca}ly:exempt‘s‘C.I.A;.“activitE*s;

intended  solely: for‘obtaining necessary=
intelligence?  from, Congressional.;;over—
Slgh T . : 4 ».;‘»&P’“} r— ]

 That's thereaf escapeclat; ona>
official -said, “They don’t haye to- refmn: .
on ti}eir assets. doing intelligenc e (
o p o v s S de Becrund ¢
.. 'Two. members of Congress noted: g, i
ing "interviews that John Stockwell, - +her -
former C.LA, task force léader in Anggtas
revealed in“his'recent;y‘-pu-blfshed book:
that C.LA. agents a : operatives were
serving on the ground inside-Angola as
advisers during the 1975 civil war- there ™
—in direct contradiction to what Con=..
gress secretly was . being told. by the
C.LA. . ) N : —

A

Those Americans inside Angola, the nf-
ficials said, wera depicted during secret

riefings as merely conducting “‘intelli-
geace collection”—an activity outside of
the purview of the Hughes-Ryan amend:
ment. T . Pt
“Take a C.I.A. asset in the field,” ona
legislator explained. “He may be giving
you  counterintelligence information,
gathering positive intelligence and ajsp -
may be doing propaganda.”

T ———————

i 1877-1973: THE FRESH AIR FUND™

54-2
Approved For Release 2004/07/28 : CIA-RDP81M00980R0027001100



